
CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCES FOR  

“The Water of Life” 
2017 Mount Luther Summer Camp Theme 

 
Three outdoor Christian education basics—God’s creation, Christian 

community, and faith formation—come together in our summer theme for this 

year, The Water of Life.  The key verse for the week says it all: “When you 

pass through the waters, I will be with you” (Isaiah 43:2).  Campers will dive 

into five Bible stories and daily themes that shower them with new awareness 

of how water and life are gifts from God.  Here are some resources you may 

like to use to help us make the connection between the camp experience and 

congregational life.  We encourage you to use these as part of a Camp Sunday, 

or on the Sunday before or after you have campers coming to Mount Luther.   

 

 

Scripture   
The following will be used at camp during the summer of 2017 
 

Theme Verse:  “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.”  --Isaiah 43: 2 

 

Daily Themes and Texts: 

 Day 1:  From the Deep—Goodness and Gift (Genesis 1:1—2:2 or Genesis 1:1-2, 6-10, 20-21) The 

water of life is a gift from God and therefore good.  

 Day 2:  In the River—Birth and Belonging (Mark 1:4-11) The water of life washes us clean in body and 

spirit.  

 Day 3:  At the Well—Enough for Everyone (John 4:3-15, 27-29) The water of life quenches the thirst of 

body and spirit.  

 Day 4:  In the Pool—Seeing and Being the Light (John 9:1-11) The life-giving water of Jesus heals 

blindness in body and spirit.  

 Day 5:  By Still Waters—Resting in God (Psalm 23) The still waters of God’s presence and care restore 

us beyond our imagining. 

 

Psalms:  Psalm 42, Psalm 51, Psalm 95, Psalm 100, Psalm 104, Psalm 146,  

 

 

Call to Worship Litany 

 

Invite the congregation to share in the following prayer litany. Read the following petitions, asking them to 

respond with, “We too have been given new life!”  

 

Leader:  In the beginning, God’s spirit tamed the waters to bring new life!  Children of God, 

Congregation:  We too have been given new life! 

Leader:  From the waters of Jordan, God’s spirit raised up Jesus, the Messiah!  Children of God, 

Congregation:  We too have been given new life! 

Leader:  To the woman at the well, Jesus promised new life through living water!  Children of God, 

Congregation: We too have been given new life! 

Leader:  At the Pool of Siloam, the blind man received new sight, new life!  Children of God, 

Congregation:  We too have been given new life! 

Leader:  Beside still waters, God promises us peace and rest.  Children of God, 

Congregation:  We too have been given new life! 

Leader:  We have been buried with Christ by baptism into death, so that just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  

Children of God, 

Congregation:  We too have been given new life! 



Leader:  We are children of a loving God who is more powerful than any waters we pass through. 

We are children of a loving God who is with us in all circumstances. We are children of a 

loving God who delivers us to the waters of new life through baptism in Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. We are children of a loving God in whom we can trust.  

  

(optional) This summer at camp we will hear stories of water—stories where water brings 

new life. We will hear the powerful story of creation, the amazing story of Jesus’ baptism, 

the thirst-quenching story of the woman at the well, and the miraculous healing of a man 

born blind. Most of all, we will be reminded that God has called each one of us and is with 

us always.  In the coming days, I invite you to look for ways water brings new life, both 

in the Bible stories you hear and in your own lives.  

 

 

Song Suggestions 

Here are some suggested camp songs and hymns that tie to each day’s theme; we can help you find some 

of the camp songs—just let us know.  Some general songs that work in most settings include Mother 

Sarah, I Will Call Upon the Lord, Buzzard Song, Awesome God and Psalm 150.  

 

Day 1:  Beautiful Savior (ELW 838), Earth and All Stars (ELW 731), Joy to the World (ELW 267), Morning 

Has Broken, Shout to the Lord (ELW 821), This is the Day  

 

Day 2:  Baptized and Set Free (ELW 453), Baptized in Water (ELW 456), Wade in the Water (ELW 459) 

 

Day 3:  Oh Fill My Cup, Peace Like a River 

 

Day 4:  Blindman; Give Me Oil; Light the Fire; Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671); This Little Light of Mine 

(ELW 677); We Are Called (ELW 720); We Are Marching in the Light of God (ELW 866)  

Day 5:  Be Still and Know that I Am God; Shepherd Me, O God (ELW 780); Thy Word   

 

   

 

Prayer Petitions 
Here are some prayer petitions that we will use this summer.  

 

 

Maker of all things, we thank you for the world around us: trees, flowers, mountains, and lakes; birds, 

squirrels, bears, and even snakes. You have filled the world with good things. Help us to see you in all 

that we do and fill us with wonder and joy as we gather for worship today. May we be washed into new life 

through your living waters of creation, Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER  

 

Loving God, you called us each by name to be your children. We have been washed clean! Be with us 

today as we wade and splash through the waters of life. Help us to remember your promises as we live in 

community with one another. In your name we pray. Amen.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

Holy God, we thank you for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ, who invites us all to receive his living water. 

We thank you for this abundant water from which we can drink freely. Help us to share this powerful gift 

with others as we live in your creation. Gather us now in this community of faith and help us to plunge 

deeper into the wellspring of your word.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

Light of God, open our eyes, open our ears, and open our hearts to you. Turn on the light of Christ in each 

of us and renew our spirits.  Clear away our blindness and give us new sight!  Let us swim in your pool of 

healing.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

We pray for the campers and staff at Camp Mount Luther.  Help the staff to share Christ and plant seeds 

in the lives of those who come to this place set apart.  Open the minds of the children, youth, and adults 

who attend, so that they can encounter you in new and exciting ways.  Help them to experience the 



beauty of your creation and come back to our congregation, ready to live a life of discipleship and service 

to you.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

God, our shepherd, we have found rest by your waters. Our souls have been restored. We can trust in 

you. Like a shepherd, guide us today by your still waters of life and help us to remember to fear no evil, 

for you are with us always. Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

For all those for whom we pray, and whatever else you see that the world needs, we ask it in the name of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and shepherd who promises us that goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days 

of our lives and we shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  Amen. 

 

 

Blessing and Send-off for Campers 
You are invited to use this liturgy each Sunday, created by Pastors Kerry Aucker and Jim Bricker, when 

you have campers leaving for Mount Luther.  Of course, please feel free to adapt the liturgy, if you wish: 

 

We are honored to celebrate with {insert names} as they leave for this afternoon for a week at Camp 

Mount Luther.  (After the campers have assembled, perhaps joined by their parents standing behind them, 

continue the liturgy.) 

  

This week at camp, you will learn about Jesus and His love for you; you will learn about God's creation, 

and have fun doing it. As you gather in your cabins with new friends, participate in GROW Time, 

campfires, crafts, and go swimming--may your faith in Jesus Christ grow deeper.  We will pray for you 

while at camp.  We will pray for the staff who will care for you.  And we will pray for your parents while 

you are away.  Let us pray: 

 

As you go on your way, may Christ go with you.  May He go before you to show you the way.  May He go 

behind you to encourage you; Above you to watch over, Beside you to befriend you, Within you to give 

you peace.  Lord, watch over our {insert first names of campers} this day as they leave for camp.  Keep 

them in safety as they study your Word and enjoy all the activities at Camp Mount Luther. Bless the staff 

who care for them.  Assure their parents as they are away that You remain with them.  In Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  Go in peace:  Let all that you do be done in love.  O.K. we will! 

 

Benediction/Blessing 
 

Remember, children of God, the water of life is a gift from God.  The water of life washes all of us clean.  

The water of life quenches our thirst.  The water of life changes our lives.  The water of life is with us 

always.  The almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us all now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song 
The following song was written by Kathy Wither of Messiah, South Williamsport, for her congregation to 

sing as part of their send-off for campers.  It is to the tune of "Go, My Children, with My Blessing."  

 

Go, my children, off to camp now, Christ by your side. 

May Christ go before you and His light be your guide. 

May Christ go behind to guard you, 

Stand beside you and befriend you. 

May you know Christ’s peace and in that love e’er abide. 

 

 

 


