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Campersons 

 

 

 

 

Camp Mount Luther is an extension of your ministry in the local congregation.  It is the camp of the Upper 

Susquehanna Synod and we want every member of our synod to know what is happening with this 

important ministry.  To do that, we have CAMPERSONS!  A camperson is a liaison between CAMP and your 

CONGREGATION, who is interested in Mount Luther and wants to regularly share our news with others.  

Parents of campers, past campers or staff, or someone with a genuine interest in outdoor ministry makes 

a great camperson.  Campersons are to be ambassadors and promote our camping ministry in your 

congregation.  Let your church friends know of our programs, objectives and needs.  Here are some ideas: 

 

Share Information 
 Create a camp bulletin board or display in a prominent place. 

 Talk to potential campers and their parents about camp and how it helps kids grow in their faith.   

 Send folks to www.campmountluther.org to see the resources we have available, especially on our 

GROW Time website:  www.cmlfaithformation.weebly.com.  On our website, you can also check out 

information on summer camp, upcoming events, and read our Camel Tracks newsletter.  

 Do parents want to see what we do at camp?  Visit www.youtube.com/mtluther to see videos of past 

summer camp experiences.   

 Publicize our wish list items and other needs, like summer staff opportunities.  Get information about 

camp in your newsletters and bulletins.  Remember, the church bulletin is the most-read church 

publication so that is a prime place for people to learn more about camp.  Share what your 

congregation is willing to pay toward the camp experience.  In addition to the following blurbs you can 

use, please feel free to use any information from our monthly newsletter, website, and any mailings:   

 

Our congregation has a valuable resource in our backyard.  At Camp Mount Luther you will find 

accommodating staff, valuable programs, and great facilities that will bring added life, creativity, and 

opportunities to you and this congregation.  Partnering with this ELCA Outdoor Ministry gives us an 

easy way to expand our opportunities for Christian education and growth on a year-round basis.  For 

more information on Mount Luther, visit www.campmountluther.org. 

 

_________________ is serving as our congregation’s camperson with Camp Mount Luther this year.  

(S)he has information on programs for the summer and other events throughout the year.   If you 

have additional questions, you can contact him/her or the camp office at (570) 922-1587 or 

cml@campmountluther.org.  Since our congregation has a camperson, each camper from our church 

will Camel Bucks for use at the camp store this summer!  For more information on Mount Luther, visit 

www.campmountluher.org   

 

Summer brochures are now available for Camp Mount Luther.  It’s going to be an exciting summer, 

with traditional, specialty and trip camps part of this year’s schedule.  Church camping is an important 

faith developer of our young people.  Encourage a child to go to camp!  For more information on Mount 

Luther, visit www.campmountluher.org   

 

Did you know that Camp Mount Luther does more than just hold a summer camp each year?  The 

camp is used for retreats, outdoor education, and events throughout the year.  They have programs 

for all ages.  Get to know Camp Mount Luther by visiting their website www.campmountluther.org and 

see what is happening there today!   
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Plan and Coordinate a Camp Sunday 
 Select a Sunday between now and April.  Some churches make the entire service about changed lives 

and opportunities at camp.  Others simply make announcements, pass out information, and extend 

invitations for those interested.  If you can’t pick just one day, pick a month and have a short 

promotional time each week. 

 Plan a great time to get people thinking about camp.     

o Worship Service Resources and bulletin inserts are available on the camperson page. 

o Invite a guest speaker who can explain about the camp ministry to preach and/or speak.  This 

might be done for the Sunday School (grades K-12), youth groups, After School program, etc. 

and their parents. Use could also use past campers or camper leaders for worship leaders, song 

leaders, or for short talks. 

o Set a goal for participation in summer camp programs.  Set a realistic and achievable goal.   

o Think about having a fundraising dinner that day with funds going for kids to go to camp.   

 Promote Camp Sunday.   

o Get any materials you need from the camp office to help.  

o You may want to go around to the various Sunday School classes and talk up the presentation 

a week or so beforehand.  If your congregation has an e-mail or mailing list, let everyone know 

about Camp Sunday.     

o Make sure announcements about the presentation are published in the bulletin and/or 

newsletter.    

 Gear up! You and your congregation can switch from your Sunday wardrobe to camping gear like T-

shirts, sweat-shirts, hiking boots, jeans or shorts. You can even bring props like a backpack, flashlight, 

water bottles, or rocks, sticks, leaves, plants, tent, branches, or pinecones.  Also have folks bring 

photos or other mementos.  Make sure that if you want them to do that, you give them notice several 

weeks beforehand.       

 The week after Camp Sunday, it would be good to make an announcement that last Sunday was Camp 

Sunday and that if folks missed it, they can still get information and get registered.  During Sunday 

School, pass out brochures to those who missed them the week before.   

 

 

Recognize Campers 
 List their names in the church bulletin or newsletter. 

 Conduct a brief dedication service at the beginning of the summer for all those children and families 

who will be attending camp. 

 Have campers stand up during Sunday morning announcements and say to the whole church, "Thank 

you for helping send me to camp” and give a report on their experiences at camp. 

 Have them write a paragraph about their camping experience for the bulletin or newsletter. 

 Reports any problems, suggestions or information you hear from campers and parents to the camp to 

help improve our ministry 

 

 

Reach Out 
• Ask your pastor to include camp in the prayer intercessions during Sunday morning worship.  

• Ask your music director to use camp music as part of worship.  

• Promote our digital “First Light” devotions to help congregation members start daily devotional habits 

and grow in their faith.   

 Designate a week or two of the summer camp schedule for your congregation to participate in as a 

group. 

 Plan adult, family, and youth retreats throughout the year and hold them at camp. 

 Encourage others to hold family reunions or other events at the camp.   

 Offer Day Camp programs for children and youth during the summer. 

 Get your congregation to make confirmation camp and retreat experiences an integral part of your 

catechetical program. 

 Develop outdoor ministry programs for older adults. 

 Plan a wilderness or high-adventure program at the camp. 

 Pray for the camp.  Invite family members and/or friends to join you in praying for CML. 

 

 



Support Fundraising 
 Encourage different groups, including the congregation council, within your church to include support 

for campers in their budget.  Seek funds for camperships for those children whose families will find it 

difficult to send their children to camp.  Most congregations include an amount for camperships in their 

budget.  Some congregations pay the deposit, others pay half of the camper fee and some pay the 

total fee.  Also, the WELCA, men’s groups or Sunday Church schools promote camperships in some 

congregations and provide funding.   

 Urge your congregation to give to the camp annually through a line item in their budget, tithing special 

gifts and legacies, having a special offering, etc.  

 Serve a special “camp” meal after church and ask for a freewill donation. Other meal fundraisers could 

be: Spaghetti supper, potato bar, Sweetheart Banquet, Mother/Daughter Banquet, Father/Son 

Banquet, Pancake breakfast or supper. 

 A twist on the normal dinner ideas is to have "Youth Stockholders” in your congregation.  The 

individuals of the congregation specifically direct giving in their offering to reduce the expense for 

families sending youth to Camp Mount Luther.  In return the youth and their parents prepare and 

serve a dinner to the stockholders as their way of saying thanks.  They sit with stockholders talking 

about CML memories.  Afterwards, the parents clean up while youth sing songs and talk about favorite 

parts and special memories.   

 Have another fundraiser for camp, like a bake sale, cookie exchange, car wash, service auction, 

collection at Sunday School, etc. Our, kids would get sponsor sheets two weeks in advanced to ask 

people to sponsor them in a walk to raise money for Mount Luther.  Two weeks before the walk you 

would make a triangle shaped box for donation (the triangle representing one of the A frame 

cabins.)  The kids could hold the box (or boxes) but the doors after worship to garner collections.  

There would be no competition about who raised the most money.  It would all be seen as a group 

effort and kids would not know who raised how much.  The kids could help create a banner in advance 

of the walk that says something about we are walking for Mount Luther.  The day of the walk there 

would be a blessing and the kids would walk, with adult supervision of course.  The kids could help 

count all the money collected. 

    Take up a specific offering for camperships as a special offering.   

 Encourage individuals and your congregation to make special gifts designated to the camping ministry.  

This can be through a donation made payable directly to Camp Mount Luther and sent to the camp, or 

it can be part of your church’s benevolence giving to the Upper Susquehanna Synod.  If you send 

donations through the synod, please make sure they are clearly marked, designated for Camp Mount 

Luther.  Gifts may be designated either way for one of several funds including our Youse Campership 

Fund, Annual Fund for general operating expenses, Capital Campaigns or to a specific area of your 

choice.  

 Share our annual appeal and other fundraising letters with members of your congregation.   

 Start a Camp Mount Luther Angel Program!  The program was developed at St. John, Espy by their 

former Christian Education Director Susie Spaid.  In the past, they had always held a challenge for the 

congregation to match what their “Children of God” Sunday School class (3-4th graders) gave for Camp 

Mount Luther with their offering.  They would raise approximately $200.  Susie then started the Angel 

program.  Each participant is asked to sign up to give at least $5 per month.  If they are unable to 

give $5 they are encouraged to give what they can.  In a year, they raise approximately $2,000.  St. 

John’s purchased a stamp with the camp logo for minimal cost and stamp envelopes for folks to use.  

They also purchase small angel pins and those participating get a pin to wear.  A running tally of 

money collected is posted in the bulletin (don’t keep track if people fulfill their commitment- that’s up 

to them and the Lord).  The financial secretary keeps track of donations for giving statements.  The 

money is then sent into camp- you could do it monthly, quarterly, annually, etc.  

 Adopt-A-Staff member!  We now have a program where congregations or individuals can adopt a staff 

member.  More information is available from the camp office.   

 Start a campership fund for your congregation.  Raise money to help send kids to camp each summer.   

 Thrivent members in your congregation can form Thrivent Action teams to help camp.  We have a list 

of ideas that they can use for their action teams.  Contact Chad Hershberger for more information.  
 

 

 


