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Week 4:  Family Camp and LEADS 
 

This week at camp started on Tuesday after the 
Fourth of July break, but it felt like a Sunday because 
we did the usual Sunday activities – campfire, 

worship, and sundaes.  It was a very active half week 
with families and high school leadership camp. 
 
Wednesday we gathered together for a delicious 
breakfast of baked French toast.  After breakfast the 
adults had Bible study with Pastors Chris and Erin while 

the children and 

teenagers played get to 
know you games with 
the counselors.  After 
that the families 
participated in a Biblical 
Character Scavenger 

Hunt while the LEADS 
campers started to 
hone their leadership 

skills.  In the afternoon 
the families had 
electives while the 
LEADS worked more 

with leadership.  The 
most popular elective 
was time at the pool 

since it was so hot.  They also could do crafts, and play 
a variety of field games.  In the evening we explored 
the Good Samaritan story by performing skits in 
various film styles.  We ended our time together that 

evening with worship and an evening swim. 
 

 
 
 

   

   

 
 

Thursday was another busy day with GROW time for 

the adults, camp activities for the children, lawn games 
for the families, and more leadership training for the 
LEADS campers.  The afternoon once again was 
electives.  Several people got to go fishing and 

canoeing.  On 
Thursday evening 
we did square 
dancing, a talent 
show campfire, and 
worship (see story 
on back). 

 
 
On Friday we 
started the morning 
with a “polar bear 

swim” and brunch.  

For First Light/ 
Lunch and Learn we traveled to Holy Spirit and learned 
about Doubting Thomas with a blindfolded activity and 
the reading of the story.  The afternoon once again had 
the campers choosing what they wanted to do then we 
ended our time together with worship and the picnic in 
the pavilion. 

 
We are excited to have the LEADS campers come back 
next week and put into action what they learned. 
 
 
 

Week 4 Edition 
 



Thursday Night a Fun Night  
at Camp 

 

We had some special events on Thursday night 

for our campers this week.  First, after supper, we 

had a square dance.  Local square dance caller 

Charlie Benner was here and led us in some 

circle, line, and square dances.  It was fun.  We 

even managed to get Toni, our cook, and her son, 

Ryan, to do a few dances!  

 

Our normal Thursday night campfire featured 

talents from our families and skits from our 

LEADS campers and our staff.  We heard singing 

from the LeBlanc family, Ruth and Andy Gates, 

Ben Mathiason and the “Trinity Players,” members 

of Trinity Lutheran Church in McAlisterville.  We 

heard a “Tairy Fale” told by Andy Gates and Chad 

and Claire Hershberger told two stories.  Also, our 

campers from previous years were recognized.  

 

We also heard a retelling of 

the camel story from 

Morgen Hummel, who 

visited us that day.  She is 

believed to be the first 

counselor to unearth some 

camel artifacts at the 

sawmill and research and 

tell of their origins.  We 

found that the story has 

not changed much over the 

years but there are some 

interesting additions that 

have been made.  It was 

great having Morgen, who 

was a counselor here in the early 1980s, with us 

for campfire! 

 

 

LEADS Camp Here, Too 
 

In addition to our Family Camp program this 

week, we had eight senior high campers who 

were part of our new LEADS camp.  LEADS is a 

leadership training camp, based on an old 

program of the former Central Pennsylvania 

Synod.  The campers learned about leading 

meetings, time management, public speaking, 

conflict resolution, and planning and publicizing 

events.  They even planned our worship service 

for Thursday night and planned the All-Camp 

Activity for next week when many of them will be 

here for Senior High X-Teen Camp.  They also had 

time to team build and do fun camp activities, 

including a morning round of lawn games!   

Camel News Patrol Pictures 
 

This week, Claire Hershberger joined the Camel 

News Patrol elective and used the time to take 

pictures of things happening around camp.  She 

took hundreds of pictures and here are some of 

the things she saw on Thursday afternoon and 

evening: 
 

   

 


