
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Camp Reaccredited 
 
The American Camp Association (ACA) has 
announced that Mount Luther has received 
ACA Accredited Camp Status following their 
site visit this summer.  The Keystone Regional 
Local Council of Leaders of ACA voted to re-
accredit the camp this fall.   
  
Every three years, a team of trained camp 
professionals visit camps on behalf of ACA to 
observe the camp while in session and 
compare its practices with the highest 
standards of camping in America.  Camp 
Mount Luther has been accredited by ACA 
since 1989.  Accreditation is important 
because that status shows that Mount Luther 
is committed to provide programs and facilities 
that are safe for those campers who come to 
the camp.  Mount Luther was visited by ACA in 
July.   
  
“ACA Accreditation is very important to our 
camp,” Chad Hershberger, Mount Luther 
Executive Director, said.  “While the program 
is strictly voluntary, we owe it to our campers 
and parents to have the best operation that 
we possibly can.  ACA Accreditation 
demonstrates our commitment to quality camp 
programming,” he said.   
 
ACA helps all accredited camps provide: 

• Healthy, developmentally-appropriate 
activities and learning experiences 

• Discovery through experiential 
education 

• Caring, competent role models 
• Service to the community and the 

environment 
• Opportunities for leadership and 

personal growth  
 

 

  

 

Camp Teams Up 
with BVLV 
for Holiday 
Breakfast 

 
Diakon’s Buffalo Valley 
Lutheran Village and Camp 

Mount Luther are teaming up to provide a fun 
morning of food, fellowship, and Christmas 
crafts and games on Saturday, December 10, 
2016.  The breakfast will feature an 
appearance and photos with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, chocolate chip pancakes, craft stations, 
and cut-out cookies.  Space is limited.  Call 
Gretchen at 570-523-4285 to RSVP.  The event 
will be from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the Buffalo 
Valley Lutheran Village Common Building.  For 
more information and a flyer to help publicize 
this event to your friends, visit 
http://www.campmountluther.org/wordpress/w
p-content/uploads/2016/11/DBV-
341_BreakfastSantaFlyer2HR.pdf.  
 
 
 

Board Officers Elected 
 

The Camp Mount Luther Corporation Board of 
Directors recently elected leadership for the 
coming year at their quarterly board meeting.  
Re-elected to a one-year term as president was 
Christopher Sands of Lewisburg.  Elected to her 
third term as vice president was Cami 
Zimmerman of New Columbia.  Erin Hayes of 
Danville was re-elected secretary of the board 
while David Herbert of Shamokin Dam was 
elected as treasurer.  Also during the meeting, 
the board adopted a tentative budget for 2017.  
The board will meet again in a retreat setting in 
January.   
 

November 2016 

Camel Tracks 



Annual Camperson Event  
in January 

 
This event gives participants the chance to find out 
what’s going on at camp and tell the story to 
others!  Join us on Sunday, January 22, 2017, at 
3:00 p.m. in the Evergreen Center.  Mount Luther 
wants every member of the Upper Susquehanna 
Synod to know what is happening with this 
important ministry.   To do that, campersons serve 
as a liaison between your congregation and camp. 
They are individuals who are interested in camp 
and want to regularly share our news with others. 
Parents of campers, past campers or staff, or 
someone with a genuine interest in outdoor 
ministry make great campersons. Campersons are 
to be ambassadors and promote our camping 
ministry in your congregation. Each congregation in 
the Upper Susquehanna Synod is asked to send a 
representative to this event.  Each congregation 
who sends a camperson will receive Camel Bucks 
for the camp store for each camper.  Campersons 
are also invited and encouraged to attend the 
camp's annual Turkey Dinner, starting at 4:00 p.m. 
that day.  Campersons will be given a half-price 
discount for their ticket to the dinner.  To download 
a bulletin insert/flyer about the camperson meeting, 
click here:  http://tinyurl.com/j5jamnp  
 
 

Adopt-a-Staff Person  
 
As we are planning for Summer 2017, we’d like to 
get each of our about 20 summer staff adopted.  
Show your support for those who work at camp in 
the summer.  Congregations and individuals who 
want to do this just have to let us know that they’d 
like to participate and then: 
• Pray for this person by name daily 
• Send notes and cards of encouragement 
• Send an occasional care package 
• If you’d like, invite your staff to worship some 

weekend during the summer   
The goal of the program is to make our staff feel 
loved and appreciated for the work they do and 
show them the same love and care they show our 
campers.  We are hoping to have 100% of this 
summer’s staff adopted. To adopt-a-staff person, 
contact the camp office.  If you are interested in 
taking this to the next level, you can also sponsor a 
counselor, which involves a financial gift to our 
annual fund to help with the expenses of that 
person working at camp. 

  

Straight From the 
Camel’s Mouth 

By Kyros T. Camel 
 

 
It’s been a pretty routine fall here at camp.  The 
camels have enjoyed the pretty leaves and are 
excited about a couple of upcoming events.  We’ve 
heard Chad talking about some new programs for 
Summer 2017 which we can’t wait for you to hear 
about.  This time of year, we are always thankful for 
the love that you give all the camels here at camp! 
 
As we look ahead, the camp will again host a turkey 
dinner in January to celebrate Ben Franklin’s 
birthday.  It will be on Sunday, January 22, 2017, 
starting at 4:00 p.m.  More details will be in next 
month’s newsletter but for now, please save the 
date and join us for good food and fellowship.  
 
The annual synod youth retreat, called “GROW in the 
Snow” will be held on February 10-11.  The GROW 
Team is finishing up preliminary preparations and 
more details are forthcoming.  It’s always a fun 
weekend, so get some youth together to come and 
spend some time at camp.  
 
Our annual Camp Mount Luther Sunday is scheduled 
for Sunday, February 26.  Campersons will get more 
ideas in January on how to celebrate outdoor 
ministries that day.  This is a synod-wide event in 
the Upper Susquehanna Synod, so we hope you will 
join us in uplifting Mount Luther in your 
congregation.  
 
I heard camels played a role in the decorations for 
this year’s Night Out at Shade Mountain Winery.  
About 50 folks came to enjoy good food by our own 
Toni Gessner and to listen to local musician Van 
Wagner.  We are still tallying the funds raised that 
night (as more are coming in), but it was a great 
night to visit with camp friends and support our 
ministry.   
 
The leaves are almost off the trees now and it’s time 
to get hunkered down for the cold winter months.  
But never fear, I have my reporter’s notebook 
tucked in my fur and I’ll keep you updated on all the 
camp news.  You can also find me on Facebook and 
keep up with the latest news and events from Mount 
Luther Lane! 

 

 

 


