
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 4 Features Family Camp 
 

On July fourth, eight families joined us here for Family 

Camp! Our Senior High X-teen campers also began 
their ten-day camp the day after.  

 
To celebrate the holiday on Tuesday, we began the 
shortened week with a picnic at the pavilion! 
After dinner, we enjoyed a variety of lawn games, 
such as Kan Jam, Kuub, and croquet, along with 
soccer and Frisbee. There was something for 
everyone! The games were followed by a worship at 

the amphitheater, along with “Tuesday” sundaes. 
As it got dark, we had our own fireworks show! 
 

 
 
After breakfast on Wednesday, we enjoyed an 

interactive music performance from KJ Reimensnyder-
Wagner. We sang a few familiar camp songs and she 
taught us some new ones as well! After our lunch of 
gourmet grilled cheese and various soups, we 

continued studying our Bible story for the day, about 
Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. Each family was 
asked to make a representation of baptism using the 

resources around them. The results were very creative 
and surprisingly different from each other! The 
afternoon was full of electives, varying from fishing 
and canoeing to Frisbee golf (or optional nap time). 
Also, in the afternoon, the senior high campers arrived 
for their ten-day stay at camp! Worship consisted of 

the Camp Mount Luther prayer service held at Holy 
Spirit Chapel, followed by special “campfire cookies” (a 
sugar cookie topped with Tootsie Rolls, pretzel sticks, 
and marshmallows in the shape of a campfire).  
 

 Thursday began with a wonderful breakfast of 

French toast casserole for our family campers and 
senior high. Despite the rain, the families then ran all 

over camp, completing a 35-item scavenger hunt! 
The items were anything from “the shortest verse in 
the Bible” to “camel’s fur.”  Electives again filled our 
afternoon time. In the craft lodge, a few families 
made bird boxes. Others opted to hike to Buffalo Gap 
during this time! 
 

At dinner, summer staff were invited to have their 
parents and families join us. We had quite a few 
families come, and some even stayed for the 
campfire/talent show and worship! Talent show 
performances included drawing, skits, jokes, and 
various music, including the classic Gates song, “I Am 
Cow.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Friday started with First Light. After Grow Time and 

time for the kids to play games, family camp 
gathered for their last meal here, joined by senior 
high. The week concluded with worship.  
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BAPTISMAL CALL 

A poem written by the Ruff Family as part of 

Dinner Devotions on Wednesday night.   

 

We come— 

like the bog, the mountain spring, 

the distant snows melting, the fog— 

 

dewy and dripping from hemlock branches; 

we come—like the rushing runoff 

from the passing thunderhead— 

 

        a great flowing, 

                a confluence, 

                        a belonging— 

 

a baptism— 

 

a rising with the swell after the storm— 

to meet the parting sky 

and the font of every water. 

 

 
 

WALKING AROUND CAMP 
 

Gabbie Heckman and Claire Hershberger walked 

around camp during the Camel News Patrol and 

took photographs to document their time at 

Family Camp.  Here is some of their work, 

including some of the families making bluebird 

boxes in crafts! 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

DRAWING IS FUN 

Lilia Haflett and Aaron Hershberger were part 

of the Camel News Patrol and drew pictures 

that are published below.  Lillia is good at 

drawing cats.  Aaron was drawing his name.   

 


