
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Leaving a Legacy 

 
Wanting to give back was the motivation that 
Ruth and Andy Gates felt as they worked on their 
legacy gift plan.  Andy worked at Mount Luther 
as a counselor in the early 80s and his wife, 
Ruth, and their family have attended Family 
Camp for about 20 years.  They have seen first-
hand the benefits of outdoor ministry and how 
lives can be changed as they experience God at 
Mount Luther.  
 
During Family Camp in 2016, they met Liz 
Polanzke, ELCA Regional Gift Planner.  Mount 
Luther partners with the ELCA and Liz to provide 
gift planning services for folks who want to leave 
a legacy to a ministry.  The Gates met with Liz at 
their home in New York last Fall to talk about 
options for their estate planning.  In that 
process, they established an endowment fund 
with the ELCA Foundation that will be funding 
through a bequest.  They’d like the funding to go 
for programs, facilities, and camperships.  It is 
their intention through this gift that they will 
have expressed their thanksgiving to the ministry 
of Mount Luther.  

 
Ruth and Andy and 
their son, James 
(who has served on 
summer staff the 
past four years) 
spoke at our Circle of 
Faith Giving Club 
Recognition Dinner in 
June.  They spoke 

about how easy it was to work with Liz on the 
process and how important it is to give back to 
those ministries who mean something to each of 
us.  If you would like more information on gift 
planning and how you can help Mount Luther, 
please contact the camp office.   

  
 

Fun Time at Shade Mountain 
 
 

On November 3, we had our 
annual Evening at Shade 
Mountain Winery.  The night 
was one of fellowship, 
entertainment, and of course, 
locally produced wine.  About 
40 folks attended.  Local 
musician Bernie Rich provided 

music including contemporary folk music and 
Christian anthems.  Toni Gessner, our hospitality 
manager, provided delicious heavy appetizers and 
desserts.  Proceeds totaled about $1,500 to our 
annual fund.  We thank Shade Mountain Winery 
who provided wine for attendees and will donate a 
portion of their proceeds in wine sales that night.   
 

 
 
 

Creation Care Tip 
 
Do you have a reusable grocery bag?  Our Care of 
Creation and Environmental Sustainability Committee 
wishes to share tips in the coming months on how 
you can be “more green.”  One of those ways is to 
use neither paper nor plastic when you go to the 
store—bring a reusable bag with you.  An average 
American uses 350 bags per year.  By using cloth 
bags, you reduce needless deaths of marine life 
caused by plastic bags that end up in streams, rivers, 
and oceans.  At camp, we’ve gotten those bags for 
our golf tournament goodie bags with hopes that the 
golfers will use them for other uses, like when they 
go to the store.  It helps the environment and it 
promotes camp!  
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Camp Teams Up 
with BVLV 
for Holiday 
Breakfast 

 
Diakon’s Buffalo Valley 
Lutheran Village and Camp 

Mount Luther are teaming up to provide a fun 
morning of food, fellowship, and Christmas crafts 
and games on Saturday, December 9, 2017.  The 
breakfast will feature an appearance and photos 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus, chocolate chip 
pancakes, craft stations, and cut-out cookies.  
Space is limited.  Call Gretchen at 570-523-4285 to 
RSVP.  The event will be from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at 
the Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village Common 
Building.  For more information and a flyer to help 
publicize this event to your friends, visit 
https://www.campmountluther.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/SLS-BV-Breakfast-With-
Santa-4Q-B-2017.pdf.  

 
 

Camperson Event in January 
 
This event gives participants the chance to find out 
what’s going on at camp and tell the story to 
others!  Join us on Sunday, January 21, 2018, at 
3:00 p.m. in the Evergreen Center.  Mount Luther 
wants every member of the Upper Susquehanna 
Synod to know what is happening with this 
important ministry.   To do that, campersons serve 
as a liaison between your congregation and camp. 
They are individuals who are interested in camp 
and want to regularly share our news with others. 
Parents of campers, past campers or staff, or 
someone with a genuine interest in outdoor 
ministry make great campersons. Campersons are 
to be ambassadors and promote our camping 
ministry in your congregation. Each congregation in 
the Upper Susquehanna Synod is asked to send a 
representative to this event.  Each congregation 
who sends a camperson will receive Camel Bucks 
for the camp store for each camper.  Campersons 
are also invited and encouraged to attend the 
camp's annual Turkey Dinner, starting at 4:00 p.m. 
that day.  To download a bulletin insert/flyer, visit 
https://www.campmountluther.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/2018-Camperson-
Meeting-Flyer.pdf 

  
Straight From the 

Camel’s Mouth 
By Kyros T. Camel 

 
Some people wonder what happens at camp after the 
summer season ends.  Well, in the last two months, 
planning has begun for next year (I can’t wait to share 
what new camps we have planned for 2018) and budgets 
are prepared.  The board met for their quarterly meeting 
in October and passed a tentative budget for next year 
and talked about committee structures for the coming 
year.  We also host fall events, including Midd-West 
Outdoor Education, when fifth grades come to camp for a 
few days to learn more about the environment.  As we 
move into November and December, things slow down a 
little bit for our staff but there is always something to do 
at camp all year!  
 
Speaking of fall events, about 45 women attended our 
retreat in October with Christine Mabon talking about 
friendships.  The retreat was co-sponsored by Mount 
Luther and the Upper Susquehanna Synodical Women’s 
Organization.  It was a great day.     
 
As we look ahead, the camp will again host a turkey 
dinner in January to celebrate Ben Franklin’s birthday.  It 
will be on January 21st starting at 4:00 p.m.  More details 
will be in next month’s newsletter but for now, please save 
the date and join us for good food and fellowship.  
 
The annual synod youth retreat, called “GROW in the 
Snow” will be held on February 9-10.  The GROW Team is 
finishing up preliminary preparations and more details are 
forthcoming.  It’s always a fun weekend, so get some 
youth together to come and spend some time at camp.  
The theme this year will be “Hello God, It’s Me,” looking at 
prayer.    
 
Ash Wednesday is on Valentine’s Day this year and Easter 
is on April Fool’s Day.  How often does that happen?  With 
Ash Wednesday on February 14, that means the Sunday 
before is Transfiguration Sunday and the annual synod-
wide Mount Luther Sunday.  Campersons will get more 
ideas in January on how to celebrate outdoor ministries on 
February 11.  We hope you will join us in uplifting Mount 
Luther in your congregation. 
 
Have a good November and don’t eat too much turkey! 

 

 

 


