
CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCES FOR  

“Awesome God.  Awesome Love.” 
2018 Mount Luther Summer Camp Theme 

 
God is doing something awesome, and it is happening in your life.  It is 

so awesome that the Apostle Paul, in Ephesians, calls it a “mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things.”   The scriptures are not 

a mystery novel.  But they do tell a story that, like a modern detective 

story, involves a plot with such surprising reversals that no Hollywood 

thriller can match it.  And you are part of that awesome mystery.  Your 

future is not left to chance. In Jesus Christ, God has chosen you for 

a destiny of incomprehensible wonder. This summer, we’ll explore five 

Bible stories with daily themes that help us to see the awesome love 

that our Awesome God gives each of us.   Here are some resources you 

may like to use to help us make the connection between the camp 

experience and congregational life.  We encourage you to use these as 

part of a Camp Sunday, or on the Sunday before or after you have 

campers coming to Mount Luther.   

 

 

Scripture   
The following will be used at camp during the summer of 2018 
 

Theme Verse:  "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God." --Ephesians 2:8 

 

Daily Themes and Texts: 

 Day 1:  A Promise (Genesis 6:9-9:15) Noah’s Ark  

 Day 2:  A Trip (Exodus 14-16) The Exodus 

 Day 3:  A Test (Daniel 3 & 6) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and Daniel in the Lion’s Den 

 Day 4:  A Savior (John 3: 1-17) Nicodemus and Jesus  

 Day 5:  A Witness (Acts 9: 1-22) Conversion of Saul 

 

Psalms: Psalm 8; Psalm 24; Psalm 78:1-4, 23-29; Psalm 98; Psalm 104:1-9, 31-35; Psalm 138, Psalm 

147 

 

 

 

Call to Worship Litany 
Invite the congregation to share in the following prayer litany.  

 

Leader:   O God, you are an awesome God!  

Congregation:  Awesome God, we love you!  

Leader:   Because you first loved us! 

Congregation:  Awesome God, we praise you! 

Leader:   Because you sent your Son, Jesus Christ.  

Congregation:  Awesome God, we serve you! 

Leader:   Because you showed us how to serve. 

Congregation:  Awesome God, we thank you! 

Leader:   That whoever believes in you may not perish, but have eternal life! 

Congregation:  Awesome God, awesome! 

Leader:   Awesome indeed!  

All:    Amen! 

 

 

  



Song Suggestions 
Here are some suggested camp songs and hymns that tie to each day’s theme; we can help you find some 

of the camp songs—just let us know.  Some general songs that work in most settings include Mother 

Sarah, I Will Call Upon the Lord, Buzzard Song, Awesome God and Psalm 150.  

 

Day 1:  Oh Fill My Cup, Rise and Shine, Wade in the Water 

 

Day 2:  Pharaoh, Pharaoh  

 

Day 3:  Thy Word, Jesus is the Rock, All Creatures of Our God and King 

 

Day 4:  Baptized in Water, Lord of the Dance, I Am the Resurrection 

Day 5:  Shine, Jesus, Shine; Go Where I Send Thee; Here I Am Lord 

 

 

   

 

Prayer Petitions 
Here are some prayer petitions that we will use this summer.  

 

 

Awesome God! You are an awesome God! We gather here to praise you! Long ago, you flooded our world 

with hope and love. Awesome God, we thank you for your awesome love! We thank you that our lives are 

always being flooded with so many good things you give to us. You are awesome! We praise your holy 

name!  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER  

 

Awesome God! Just as you led your people out of bondage in Egypt so many years ago, you continue to 

lead us out of our bondage to sin and to a familiar, comfortable life. We give you thanks that you make us 

part of the awesome story of your love. You are awesome! We praise your holy name!  Lord, in your 

mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, on our journey in life, we face many trials and struggles. As you have protected the 

lives of your saints in times of trouble, we pray you will be with us. Help us to know that no matter what 

prowls around us, no matter what fiery furnaces we might be in, we will always remember that you are 

with us to strengthen us, to support us, and to give us victory in the end.   Lord, in your mercy… HEAR 

OUR PRAYER 

 

O God, we give you thanks that you sent to us Jesus Christ, our Lord. He is the most awesome chapter of 

the story, the most awesome part of your story of love for us. That Jesus would come to live and die and 

rise again so that we too might have new life, new joy, and new hope is amazing. Help us to see that we 

are a new creation and something to be celebrated as your children. Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR 

PRAYER 

 

O God, we give you thanks for all you have given us and that you love us. We remember the life of the 

apostle Paul, his mission and his ministry. We pray that just as you sent him out to be your witness to the 

world, that you will send us out to be a witness of your promise; to be a witness of your love; to be a 

witness to your awesomeness. You are an awesome God who loves us with some incredibly awesome 

love! Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

We pray for the campers and staff at Camp Mount Luther.  Help the staff to share Christ and plant seeds 

in the lives of those who come to this place set apart.  Open the minds of the children, youth, and adults 

who attend, so that they can encounter you in new and exciting ways.  Help them to experience the 

beauty of your creation and come back to our congregation, ready to live a life of discipleship and service 

to you.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

For all those for whom we pray, and whatever else you see that the world needs, we ask it in the name of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 



 

Blessing and Send-off for Campers 
You are invited to use this liturgy each Sunday, created by Pastors Kerry Aucker and Jim Bricker, when 

you have campers leaving for Mount Luther.  Of course, please feel free to adapt the liturgy, if you wish: 

 

We are honored to celebrate with {insert names} as they leave for this afternoon for a week at Camp 

Mount Luther.  (After the campers have assembled, perhaps joined by their parents standing behind them, 

continue the liturgy.) 

  

This week at camp, you will learn about Jesus and His love for you; you will learn about God's creation, 

and have fun doing it. As you gather in your cabins with new friends, participate in GROW Time, 

campfires, crafts, and go swimming--may your faith in Jesus Christ grow deeper.  We will pray for you 

while at camp.  We will pray for the staff who will care for you.  And we will pray for your parents while 

you are away.  Let us pray: 

 

As you go on your way, may Christ go with you.  May He go before you to show you the way.  May He go 

behind you to encourage you; Above you to watch over, Beside you to befriend you, Within you to give 

you peace.  Lord, watch over our {insert first names of campers} this day as they leave for camp.  Keep 

them in safety as they study your Word and enjoy all the activities at Camp Mount Luther. Bless the staff 

who care for them.  Assure their parents as they are away that You remain with them.  In Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  Go in peace:  Let all that you do be done in love.  O.K. we will! 

 

Benediction/Blessing 
Now may the God of peace, who raised our Lord Jesus from the dead, equip us with everything good so 

that we may do God's will. May the Holy Spirit work in us that which is pleasing in God's sight. We pray in 

the name of Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd of the sheep, to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen! 

 

 

Sending Song 
The following song was written by Kathy Wither of Messiah, South Williamsport, for her congregation to 

sing as part of their send-off for campers.  It is to the tune of "Go, My Children, with My Blessing."  

 

Go, my children, off to camp now, Christ by your side. 

May Christ go before you and His light be your guide. 

May Christ go behind to guard you, 

Stand beside you and befriend you. 

May you know Christ’s peace and in that love e’er abide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


