
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Week 7 is Traditional, SURE, High Adventure, Ten Day 
 

Sunday After a week of off-site day camps, we 
arrived back at camp on Sunday for one more full-
week of on-site camp. This week included some 
exciting programs here at camp! We have our SURE 
campers who learned about surviving outside and 
exploring the outdoors and high adventure campers 
who went on a trip to do rock climbing and some 
other adventurous activities. We also received a 
group of intermediates, some of whom are staying 
for 10 days, and a great group of classic juniors. 
Our opening campfire featured lots of fun skits, a 
story, songs, some vegetable puns and an 
introduction to our theme of Transforming 
Communities!  
 
On Monday throughout the day, all groups learned 
about how generosity can transform communities 
and began the day with team building activities to 
help them to form their own communities at camp 
this week. Following pool time there were a lot of 
exciting events happening! The juniors had a slip 'n 
slide, the SURE campers built two shelters that they 
slept in, the classic and 10-day intermediates went 
canoeing, and the high adventure campers 
embarked on their rock-climbing adventure!  
 
Tuesday began on the sunny-side with breakfast 
and a first light activity where everyone drew their 
favorite food to bring to the all-inclusive banquet to 
learn about how inclusion can transform 
community. The high adventure campers went rock 
climbing on real rocks before returning back to 
camp in the evening. All on-site camping groups got 
a little bit of swimming time on Tuesday afternoon 
before some storms rolled in, and all groups also 
grilled quesadilla's for dinner at their indoor 
overnight locations.  
 
Wednesday is a special day at camp each week 
because it allows campers to be more independent 
and choose what their afternoon looks like! Elective 
afternoon featured activities like Nuk'em ball, 
crafts, and ultimate werewolf. 

 Before electives, campers enjoyed brunch and all-
camp GROW time with Pastor Justin where they 
played Good Samaritans and Robbers as they 
learned about transforming communities by 
showing compassion to their neighbors. In the 
evening before showers, the juniors were seen 
playing muddy Gaga Ball and the intermediates 
had a slip'n slide!  
 
Thursday was a beautiful day! Campers learned 
about how justice transforms community when 
they heard how the parable of the workers in the 
vineyard shows the justice of God’s Kingdom. The 
SURE campers had a morning trip to Wesley Forest 
for a stomp through the creek. The evening ended 
with an all-camp activity all about the life of Jesus!  
That led us to pond for closing campfire  
 
Friday wrapped up with campers taking their last 
trips to craft and nature time for the week, and 
the High Adventure campers tackled climbing over 
the beam at the ropes course. It was a 
transformational week that wrapped up with 
forgiveness!   
 

 
The traditional groups picture taken Sunday evening 
after dinner featuring SURE, High Adventure, Classic 

and Ten-Day intermediates, and Classic juniors!  
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Camel Tracks 



WEATHER REPORT  
For overnights on Tuesday  

 
Late Night T-Storms! Hot and 
sunny days!  
 
Campers were able to cook-out in 
unique locations around camp, 
including Oak Cottage and Pine 

Lodge, but the rain kept many in their cabins for 
the night. Luckily the classic juniors were still 
able to have a sleepover in Pine Lodge!  

 
SPECIAL EVENTS FOR CAMPERS 
 
There were many unique experiences that were had 
around camp this week including – the intermediate 
girls slept in the gaga ball pit… 
 
 

 

OLD CHURCH ROAD 
A Parody of Old Town Road 

By James Doyle 
 

I’m gonna take my Bible to the old church road 
I’m gonna pray ‘til I can’t no more  

I’m gonna take my Bible to the old church road  
I’m gonna pray ‘til I can’t no more (Chorus) 

 
I got the Bibles in the back 

Ties are attached  
Pants are matted black  

Got the shoes black to match 
Livin’ on a prayer  

We’re halfway there  
Praying in the valley  
Even in the air now  

 
Can’t no sinner tell me nothing  
No they can’t tell me nothing 

Can’t no sinner tell me nothing 
No they can’t tell me nothing  

 
Praying with the pastor 
Here we can’t go faster  

Jesus did save me  
You can go and ask there 
Gonna take communion  

Music is a grooving  
Juice is pretty fruity and so…(Chorus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

JESUS AT THE CROSSROADS 

 

 

The intermediate 
SURE campers 
created a shelter to 
sleep in (left)  

The High Adventure 
campers went rock 
climbing at 
Donation Rocks 
(left), and the 
juniors had a slip’n 
slide (right)! 

For the all-camp activity on Thursday evening, campers were 
broken into four groups, which were each of the four gospels. 
The goal was for groups to travel through three paths to meet 
figures from the life of Jesus, such as Lazarus and John the 
Baptist. When meeting a figure at a crossroads, they had to 
answer a question from the Bible and choose which path they 
would take next. If they didn’t answer a question correctly they 
could present a forgiveness token given to them by Amazing 
Grace to still receive a signature.  

In the picture at the left, campers enter Jesus (Joey) for a trivia 
question on the way to the pond.  

 



 Taking Camp Home 
 

“How was your time at camp?” “Fine.” 
“What did you do this week?”  “I can’t remember.” 

 
We are all probably a bit guilty of giving one word responses to questions like these.  But rest assured, your child had 
an amazing experience this week, connecting with God and others in a very different way at camp.  As parents, you 
will want to learn everything about your child’s experience at Mount Luther.  That's completely understandable. For 
lots of families, it will be the first time your child has been away from home for an extended stay.  When you pick up 
your exhausted camper, you are bound to want to hear all the details.  Their time with us has been so action-packed, 
you are going to have one sleepy camper. Give them time to relax before asking all of your questions.  If you are 
finding it to be a challenge to get your child to open up about their week of camp, tell them about your week.  Tell 
them that you missed them and why you missed them.  Maybe take them out to eat or do something with them that 

they enjoy.  They will tell you lots in their own time, 
particularly as they remember and reminisce over all their 
good times.  Here are resources you can use to help process! 
 
 
 
We encourage you to practice 
FAITH5TM with your child.  He or 
she should be able to explain the 
process, as we’ve practiced it all 
this week.   
 
Faith5 is a simple, easy-to-
implement faith practice, perfect for 
incorporating into your bedtime 
routine for five to fifteen minutes a 
night.  When done over time, the 
FAITH5TM carries the power to 
enrich communication, deepen 
understanding, aid sleep, and 
promote mental, physical, and 
spiritual health.   
 
Gather together on a bed, on the 
floor, or at a table.  You may wish 
to light a candle to begin.  The five 
steps are listed in the graphic to the 
right.  When you pray, you can 
even pray the Lord’s Prayer 
together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your camper may have done the 
ELCA’s Book of Faith questions this 
week.  When you read a Bible story, 
ask them for their answers to these 
questions: 

 
Another way to reinforce the camp experience is to 
encourage your child to stay in touch with new friends 
they made at camp.  Doing this will enable them to stay 
in contact throughout the entire year building their 
friendships and allowing them to encourage one another 
spiritually. 

CONVERSATION STARTERS: 
x What is the most exciting thing that happened 

at camp?  What was the worst? 
x What were your favorite activities?  Which 

activities would you prefer not to do again? 
x What part of the camp day did you look forward 

to? What part of the day did you dread? 
x How did you feel close to God?   

x What was the coolest (saddest, funniest, 
scariest) thing that you saw or heard? 

x Who will you miss the most?  Why? 
x Where is your favorite place at camp?  

x What Bible stories did you learn about? 
x What meal should the cooks definitely make 

again? 
x What did you like about your counselor?  What 

would he/she tell me about you? 
x Did you learn anything this week that you didn't 

know before? 
x What new activity did you try and love?  Would 

you like to take it up as a hobby?  
x What did you learn about yourself? 

x Describe your time at Camp Mount Luther in 
one word.  

 

x What scares, confuses, challenges or doesn’t make 
sense to me in this text? 

x What delights me in this text or is my favorite part? 
x What stories or memories does this text stir in me? 
x What is God up to in this story? 
 



   
Our theme was Transformed Community: God’s Agent of C.H.A.N.G.E. and the theme 
verse was from Romans 12:2:  “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.”  You can discuss the summer theme and daily stories at 
home.  Your child learned about how God is calling them to transform the world through 
generosity, inclusion, compassion, justice, and forgiveness.  With these resources, you and 
your child can carry this ongoing call into your home life and community. Choose 
activities that work best for your family as a starting point for conversations about camp 
and our place in God’s world.  You might even create ways of reminding them of what they 
learned like framing an important scripture and hang it in their bedroom. 
 
Day 1:  Generosity Transforms Community  
(Acts 2: 41-47) The early Christian community  
Question: How can we be generous today? 
 
You’re invited!  The early Christian community gathered 
in homes to share meals and praise God. Invite neighbors 
to gather for a meal and fellowship. Help your camper 
decorate and deliver invitations. Ask each guest to bring a 
favorite food item to share. Let your camper teach 
everyone a camp song or mealtime prayer. Thank God for 
the gift of neighbors.  
 
Goodwill to Go:  God calls us to be generous caretakers 
of the world. Walk or bike around your community, 
looking for ways you can bring goodwill to others—pick up 
litter at a park, mow grass for an elderly friend, bake a 
casserole for neighbors with a new baby. Put your ideas 
into action. Talk together about the importance of sharing 
small acts of kindness with others. 
 
Day 2:  Inclusion Transforms Community  
(Luke 14: 7-14) The Wedding Banquet 
Question: Who does God call us to include in our 
community? 
 
Long-Lost Friends:  Help your camper make a list of 
various people you care about but have not been in 
contact with recently (relatives, friends from old neighbor-
hoods, former teachers, and so forth). Write a letter to 
each, thanking them for the ways they have made you 
feel loved and included. Mail the letters, along with a 
drawing or photograph of your family. 
 
Puppy Love:  Our animal friends need love too! Help 
campers fill a bird feeder with seeds or bring a donation of 
pet food to an animal shelter in your community. While 
there, volunteer to play with the orphaned pets, take 
them for a walk, or provide foster care for a day if 
possible.  
 
Day 3:  Compassion Transforms Community (Luke 
10: 25-37) Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Reflection Question: Who is my neighbor? 
 
Ready, Set, Go, and Do!  We worship a vibrant God who 
calls us to actively help those who are in need. Seek out a 
walkathon, fun run, or other community-sponsored event 
that gets people moving and raises funds for a worthy 
cause. Register your whole family for the event and 
participate together. Afterward, talk about other ways 
your family can be go-getters for God in the future. 
 
Small Acts of Kindness:  Ask your camper to tell you 
the story of the good Samaritan or read it together from a 
Bible. Then talk about the choices you make each day—to 

look away from a healing situation or to stop and show 
mercy. Tell your camper about a time when you “looked 
away” and how that experience made you feel. Invite your 
camper to share a similar story from their life. Then set a 
time at the end of each day this week to come together 
and share ways you showed mercy that particular day. 
Pray together, thanking God for the gift of compassion.  
 
Day 4:  Justice Transforms Community  
(Matthew 20: 1-16) Laborers in the Vineyard  
Question: How does God’s justice differ from the world’s 
justice? 
 
Grape Salad:  Visit the produce aisle at a grocery store 
or farmers’ market and let your camper choose several 
varieties of fresh fruit, including grapes. Ask them to retell 
the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, based on their 
learning at camp.  Take the fruit home, wash and prepare 
it, mixing it together. Talk about how the various colors 
and textures add beauty and flavor to the salad, just as a 
variety of people add beauty and interest to your 
community. Say a prayer of thanks to God for the gift of 
food and family, then enjoy a tasty treat together! 
 
Justice in the News:  Look through the headlines in a 
newspaper or online news source. Choose two or three 
articles to read together. Talk about where you see 
injustice or justice at work in each story. How is God 
calling you to react with justice in each situation? 
 
Day 5:  Forgiveness Transforms Community (Mark 
2: 1-12) Jesus heals the paralyzed man 
Question: How will you carry forgiveness in your heart 
today? 
 
Forgiveness in a Bag:  Gather up several paper grocery 
bags. Place a few mismatched items in each bag (small 
toys, hats, kitchen utensils, sports gear, books, and so 
forth). Invite your camper and some friends to choose a 
bag without opening it. Using all the objects in the bag, 
challenge them to perform a skit that shows forgiveness 
(a friend breaks a favorite toy; a car ride turns into an 
argument; a baseball breaks a window). Give the group a 
few minutes to plan, then let them perform the skit for 
you and other family members. Try it again, choosing a 
different bag. Affirm their efforts to dramatize forgiving 
situations. 
 
C.H.A.N.G.E. Art:  Find objects around your house or 
yard that look like the letters C, H, A, N, G, E. Or walk 
around your community and photograph objects that are 
shaped like letters. As you look, talk about the ways you 
want to change the world through forgiveness. Display 
your C.H.A.N.G.E. objects (or photographs) where you 
can see them each day and be reminded to forgive.  

 


