
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Week 8 is Pick-A-Day, Mini-Pioneers, Mini-Juniors, Ten-Day 
Intermediates and Buffalo Gap Adventure 

 
This mini week is the last of our 2019 summer, 
and as we reflect on all eight weeks spent with 
campers we are grateful for each and every one 
of them. And we are especially grateful to add 
nearly 30 more campers this week to the list of 
those who joined us this summer. Joining us this 
week were mini-pioneers and juniors, Buffalo 
Gap Adventure Intermediates, and Pick-A-Day 
campers, as our Ten Day Intermediates enjoyed 
days 8, 9, and 10 with the new campers.  

 
We gathered 
on Sunday, 
and after 
supper and 
our group 
photo, we 
had a messy 
campfire! As 
the staff 
members 
were 

introduced to this week’s campers, they either 
had to eat or wear messy foods like pickle juice 
and ketchup!  
 
On Monday morning, we took a group picture in 
front of an A-frame cabin for a throwback! The 
Pick-A-Day and Mini-Pioneer campers went to 
crafts first thing everyone else began their 
morning with team building games. The 
Intermediate 10-Day girls and Buffalo Gap 
Adventure boys decided to team up and hike to 
the gap together! They left following lunch time 
for a beautiful hike into Bald Eagle State Forest 
for a cookout and campout.  
 
 
 
 

 After lunch, the Pick-A-Day campers jumped in 
the pool before leaving. And all overnight 
campers finished off the night with a special 
snack around the campfire- s’mores!  
 
Tuesday was our final day of Summer 2019. 
The Buffalo Gap Adventure boys and 10-Day 
girls arrived back from their hike around lunch 
time, and in the morning Pick-A-Day played in 
the sand, while the mini campers had nature 
and craft time. A picnic of hamburgers and 
hotdogs completed our day before our 
traditional sending.  We are grateful for all our 
campers who came to Mount Luther this 
summer to make this a most successful year!  
 
 

10-DAY WEEKEND 
 

This weekend we had five lovely intermediate 
campers spend the weekend! We packed the 
days full of fun and field trips with extra craft 
time, a trip to R.B. Winter State Park, a movie 
night, and a trip to church in Mazeppa. They 
were 
then 
ready to 
welcome 
new 
campers 
into 
camp 
for the 
mini-
week!  

 
Anne, Maddie, Kaylee, Aurora, Taylor, Mina, 
Kiersyn, and Carlie at church on Sunday.  

 

Summer 2019 Week 8 
 

Camel Tracks 



WEATHER REPORT 
 

Oh, whether the weather is hot 
Or whether the weather is cold 

We’ll weather the weather 
Whatever the weather 

Whether we like it or not! 
 

100% chance of weather 
This week:  Pretty nice but a 10 percent chance 
of rain for Sunday night campfire that we got! 

 
 
 

VACATION FOR KYROS 
 
Kyros, the Camel, and all his camel friends are 
going on vacation for the next few weeks.  This is 
our final Camel Tracks for Summer 2019.  We’ll 
resume our normal monthly newsletter in 
September and thank you for reading our weekly 
adventures this summer!   We look forward to 
telling you more great stories in the coming 
months! 
 
 

CAMEL HUNT 
 
The pioneer girls went on a camel hunt Monday 
morning after hearing the camel story.  Here is a 
report from camper Violet Hauck. 

 
 
 

 
 

2019 SUMMER STAFF 
 
Thanks to those who have served our campers this 
summer as members of the staff.  We appreciate 
all your efforts to make our summer a successful 
one! 
 
Executive Director:  Chad Hershberger, 
Mifflinburg 
Assistant Director:  Charlene Rineer, 
Lewisburg 
Co-Program Directors:  Anne Harshbarger, 
Belleville; Noah Roux, Turbotville 
Director of TLC:  Tori Callahan, Bloomsburg 
Craft Director:  Allison Beaver, McAlisterville 
 
Counselors:  Marie Barnard, Millerstown; Alex 
Beaver, Shamokin Dam; Kailey Betz, 
Turbotville; Maddie Hunt, Mickelton, NJ; Carlie 
Lepley, Troxelville; Joey Martin, Milton; Grace 
Roux, Turbotvile; Sarah Schaech, Pennsdale; 
Cassidy Stumpf, Selisgrove; Zack Zimmerman, 
Yeagertown; and Trevor Dinsmore, Ridgway.  
 
Office Manager:  Linda Aurand, Mazeppa 
Site Manager:  Tom Watters, Mifflinburg 
Maintenance Help:  Kyle Gessner, Mifflinburg 
Hospitality Manager:  Toni Gessner, Mifflinburg 
 
Kitchen Staff:  Eric Gessner, Mifflinburg; Ryan 
Gessner, Mifflinburg; Amanda Yoder, Mifflinburg; 
Levi Yoder, Mifflinburg 
 
  
 
Be on the lookout this fall for details about a new 
event:  Our Volunteer Brainstorm.  Also, our 2020 
Summer Brochure Release Party is December 29 
when you are invited to come back to camp to 
hear about all our new programs for next year.   

 
 



 Taking Camp Home 
 

“How was your time at camp?” “Fine.” 
“What did you do this week?”  “I can’t remember.” 

 
We are all probably a bit guilty of giving one word responses to questions like these.  But rest assured, your child had 
an amazing experience this week, connecting with God and others in a very different way at camp.  As parents, you 
will want to learn everything about your child’s experience at Mount Luther.  That's completely understandable. For 
lots of families, it will be the first time your child has been away from home for an extended stay.  When you pick up 
your exhausted camper, you are bound to want to hear all the details.  Their time with us has been so action-packed, 
you are going to have one sleepy camper. Give them time to relax before asking all of your questions.  If you are 
finding it to be a challenge to get your child to open up about their week of camp, tell them about your week.  Tell 
them that you missed them and why you missed them.  Maybe take them out to eat or do something with them that 

they enjoy.  They will tell you lots in their own time, 
particularly as they remember and reminisce over all their 
good times.  Here are resources you can use to help process! 
 
 
 
We encourage you to practice 
FAITH5TM with your child.  He or 
she should be able to explain the 
process, as we’ve practiced it all 
this week.   
 
Faith5 is a simple, easy-to-
implement faith practice, perfect for 
incorporating into your bedtime 
routine for five to fifteen minutes a 
night.  When done over time, the 
FAITH5TM carries the power to 
enrich communication, deepen 
understanding, aid sleep, and 
promote mental, physical, and 
spiritual health.   
 
Gather together on a bed, on the 
floor, or at a table.  You may wish 
to light a candle to begin.  The five 
steps are listed in the graphic to the 
right.  When you pray, you can 
even pray the Lord’s Prayer 
together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your camper may have done the 
ELCA’s Book of Faith questions this 
week.  When you read a Bible story, 
ask them for their answers to these 
questions: 

 
Another way to reinforce the camp experience is to 
encourage your child to stay in touch with new friends 
they made at camp.  Doing this will enable them to stay 
in contact throughout the entire year building their 
friendships and allowing them to encourage one another 
spiritually. 

CONVERSATION STARTERS: 
x What is the most exciting thing that happened 

at camp?  What was the worst? 
x What were your favorite activities?  Which 

activities would you prefer not to do again? 
x What part of the camp day did you look forward 

to? What part of the day did you dread? 
x How did you feel close to God?   

x What was the coolest (saddest, funniest, 
scariest) thing that you saw or heard? 

x Who will you miss the most?  Why? 
x Where is your favorite place at camp?  

x What Bible stories did you learn about? 
x What meal should the cooks definitely make 

again? 
x What did you like about your counselor?  What 

would he/she tell me about you? 
x Did you learn anything this week that you didn't 

know before? 
x What new activity did you try and love?  Would 

you like to take it up as a hobby?  
x What did you learn about yourself? 

x Describe your time at Camp Mount Luther in 
one word.  

 

x What scares, confuses, challenges or doesn’t make 
sense to me in this text? 

x What delights me in this text or is my favorite part? 
x What stories or memories does this text stir in me? 
x What is God up to in this story? 
 



   
Our theme was Transformed Community: God’s Agent of C.H.A.N.G.E. and the theme 
verse was from Romans 12:2:  “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.”  You can discuss the summer theme and daily stories at 
home.  Your child learned about how God is calling them to transform the world through 
generosity, inclusion, compassion, justice, and forgiveness.  With these resources, you and 
your child can carry this ongoing call into your home life and community. Choose 
activities that work best for your family as a starting point for conversations about camp 
and our place in God’s world.  You might even create ways of reminding them of what they 
learned like framing an important scripture and hang it in their bedroom. 
 
Day 1:  Generosity Transforms Community  
(Acts 2: 41-47) The early Christian community  
Question: How can we be generous today? 
 
You’re invited!  The early Christian community gathered 
in homes to share meals and praise God. Invite neighbors 
to gather for a meal and fellowship. Help your camper 
decorate and deliver invitations. Ask each guest to bring a 
favorite food item to share. Let your camper teach 
everyone a camp song or mealtime prayer. Thank God for 
the gift of neighbors.  
 
Goodwill to Go:  God calls us to be generous caretakers 
of the world. Walk or bike around your community, 
looking for ways you can bring goodwill to others—pick up 
litter at a park, mow grass for an elderly friend, bake a 
casserole for neighbors with a new baby. Put your ideas 
into action. Talk together about the importance of sharing 
small acts of kindness with others. 
 
Day 2:  Inclusion Transforms Community  
(Luke 14: 7-14) The Wedding Banquet 
Question: Who does God call us to include in our 
community? 
 
Long-Lost Friends:  Help your camper make a list of 
various people you care about but have not been in 
contact with recently (relatives, friends from old neighbor-
hoods, former teachers, and so forth). Write a letter to 
each, thanking them for the ways they have made you 
feel loved and included. Mail the letters, along with a 
drawing or photograph of your family. 
 
Puppy Love:  Our animal friends need love too! Help 
campers fill a bird feeder with seeds or bring a donation of 
pet food to an animal shelter in your community. While 
there, volunteer to play with the orphaned pets, take 
them for a walk, or provide foster care for a day if 
possible.  
 
Day 3:  Compassion Transforms Community (Luke 
10: 25-37) Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Reflection Question: Who is my neighbor? 
 
Ready, Set, Go, and Do!  We worship a vibrant God who 
calls us to actively help those who are in need. Seek out a 
walkathon, fun run, or other community-sponsored event 
that gets people moving and raises funds for a worthy 
cause. Register your whole family for the event and 
participate together. Afterward, talk about other ways 
your family can be go-getters for God in the future. 
 
Small Acts of Kindness:  Ask your camper to tell you 
the story of the good Samaritan or read it together from a 
Bible. Then talk about the choices you make each day—to 

look away from a healing situation or to stop and show 
mercy. Tell your camper about a time when you “looked 
away” and how that experience made you feel. Invite your 
camper to share a similar story from their life. Then set a 
time at the end of each day this week to come together 
and share ways you showed mercy that particular day. 
Pray together, thanking God for the gift of compassion.  
 
Day 4:  Justice Transforms Community  
(Matthew 20: 1-16) Laborers in the Vineyard  
Question: How does God’s justice differ from the world’s 
justice? 
 
Grape Salad:  Visit the produce aisle at a grocery store 
or farmers’ market and let your camper choose several 
varieties of fresh fruit, including grapes. Ask them to retell 
the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, based on their 
learning at camp.  Take the fruit home, wash and prepare 
it, mixing it together. Talk about how the various colors 
and textures add beauty and flavor to the salad, just as a 
variety of people add beauty and interest to your 
community. Say a prayer of thanks to God for the gift of 
food and family, then enjoy a tasty treat together! 
 
Justice in the News:  Look through the headlines in a 
newspaper or online news source. Choose two or three 
articles to read together. Talk about where you see 
injustice or justice at work in each story. How is God 
calling you to react with justice in each situation? 
 
Day 5:  Forgiveness Transforms Community (Mark 
2: 1-12) Jesus heals the paralyzed man 
Question: How will you carry forgiveness in your heart 
today? 
 
Forgiveness in a Bag:  Gather up several paper grocery 
bags. Place a few mismatched items in each bag (small 
toys, hats, kitchen utensils, sports gear, books, and so 
forth). Invite your camper and some friends to choose a 
bag without opening it. Using all the objects in the bag, 
challenge them to perform a skit that shows forgiveness 
(a friend breaks a favorite toy; a car ride turns into an 
argument; a baseball breaks a window). Give the group a 
few minutes to plan, then let them perform the skit for 
you and other family members. Try it again, choosing a 
different bag. Affirm their efforts to dramatize forgiving 
situations. 
 
C.H.A.N.G.E. Art:  Find objects around your house or 
yard that look like the letters C, H, A, N, G, E. Or walk 
around your community and photograph objects that are 
shaped like letters. As you look, talk about the ways you 
want to change the world through forgiveness. Display 
your C.H.A.N.G.E. objects (or photographs) where you 
can see them each day and be reminded to forgive.  

 


