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60 More Years of Lasting Memories

It seems that nearly everyone in Central Pennsylvania has a camp story. 
Maybe it’s spending a week at summer camp, attending a retreat or 
confirmation weekend here or across the country, people are often sharing 
their camp stories with me. They confirm what we know to be true: camp 
creates memories that last.

At Camp Mount Luther, we’re committed to providing space for those 
memories – space for relationships and faith to grow. As all camping 
ministries respond to increased needs for accessibility and rising camper 
expectations, CML does so while remaining steadfast in our commitment 
to intergenerational and interfaith hospitality that welcomes all people.

I’m excited about the plan CML’s board and I are sharing here with you. It is a 
thoughtful plan that builds on the foundations of our current ministry while 
creating new opportunities for future ministry. The impact of CML extends 
through generations of campers, retreaters, summer staff, and the churches 
of which they are part. What a privilege to be part of this life-giving ministry!

I hope you’ll join in this campaign for Camp Mount Luther as we build 
Foundations for the Future.

Chad Hershberger
Executive Director
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» Improving Our Welcome

SPIRITUAL FORMATION
	» We are re-rooted to rest in a safe space set apart.
	» We encounter the Triune God in new and 

exciting ways.
	» We listen, raise doubts, ask serious questions, 

and explore what it means to be disciples.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
	» We learn appreciation and adoration for the 

Creator and how to safely care for creation. 
	» We learn about using God’s creation for 

recreation and re-creation.
	» We participate with one another in activities we 

might not do anywhere but camp. 

Two years ago, Darcy* took a big step! She attended camp 
for the first time, and it was the first time she stayed away 
from her parents. They urged her to come to Mount Luther 
to gain independence and grow in her faith. 
Following her camp week, her parents were ecstatic. 
Their goals for their daughter were met, if not exceeded. 
Darcy came home with new perspectives, a stronger 
relationship with God, and more confidence.
When she asked to return to camp last summer, Darcy’s 
parents were excited. They were glad she wanted to 
come back. Their expectations were the same if not 
more elevated due to the success of her first year. 
Imagine their shock when Darcy returned home from 
camp and told them that she did not feel comfortable 
when she was showering at camp. While she had her own 
toilet and shower stall, she was uncomfortable with the 
conversations other campers were having in the room 

and she lacked space to change without getting her 
clothes wet.

While she took steps to stop the conversations that were 
troubling to her, and they did eventually stop, it still made 
Darcy uneasy. And it was hard to shower and change in 
the same small stall in the Maple Village bathrooms. 
These kinds of uncomfortable situations linger in the 
minds of campers when they are considering returning 
to CML for another summer, and they think twice before 
deciding to sign-up again.

Darcy’s not alone. People of all ages who have used our 
bathhouse facilities in Maple Village know that they 
have served us well and are in need of a change! The 
new bathhouse will provide more hospitable space and 
privacy for bathroom use – eliminating this inhospitable 
facility as a reason to pass on joining CML programs.
*Name is changed to respect the individual’s privacy.

Camp is many things for many people: a physical 
retreat from daily life to nourish mind, body, and spirit; 
intentional space to engage with friends and God’s 
creation; time for contemplation and learning about who 
God is and who we are as children of God. For more than 
60 years Camp Mount Luther has worked to provide 
programing and facilities that welcome people of all 
ages and faith backgrounds to gather together for all of 
these reasons and more.
We’ve made progress, but there’s more to be done. 
Over the years, some of CML’s well-used facilities 
have become inhospitable, inhibiting potential guests 
from participating in camp programs and retreats. The 

bathhouse, which has served thousands of guests over 
decades of use, is sorely lacking privacy, accessibility, 
and ventilation that guests of all ages have come to 
expect. As it is, the poor condition of this basic and vital 
facility does not provide welcome hospitality.
Maple Hall, CML’s original dining hall, holds decades of 
memories for campers and retreaters. With dining hall 
services moved to the Evergreen Center, Maple Hall has 
become a multi-purpose center for summer camp and 
retreat activities. Relocating a new bathhouse allows 
for this entire building to be repurposed to invite future 
gatherings and activities.

» The Realities of Inhospitable Spaces

» CML’s Good Soil
At camp, we encounter God through neighbor, creation, and self in good SOIL:  
Spiritual Formation, Outdoor Adventure, Intentional Community, Leadership Development

INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY
	» We strive to improve participants’ sense 

of self-worth, helping them discover their 
identity and vocation.

	» We extend genuine Christian hospitality. 
	» We experience the transforming power  

of building healthy relationships with others. 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
	» We involve campers in leadership of their 

cabin group. 
	» We develop Christian spiritual leaders.
	» We initiate participants into a new way  

of living, one filled with love and service. 
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Projected Costs
New Bathhouse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $650,000
Maple Hall Renovation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $1,100,000
Architectural Fees, Land Preparation, Contingency. .  $250,000
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» Maple Hall Renovation
For many years adults have expressed interest in staying at CML, but the accessibility of 
accommodations has limited them for various reasons. We’re responding to this growing interest 
in a small and sustainable way by renovating Maple Hall and the adjoining bathhouse space that 
will be vacated once the new facility is built.

This former dining hall will be refreshed as a large activity space with three small-group retreat 
units and a small support kitchen. Improving the building’s energy efficiency and layout will 
allow CML to host more overnight adult groups and summer volunteer families who need more 
modern accommodations.

Renovating this building will provide space for new ministry 
opportunities and extend our hospitality to groups in new ways.
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The current 60-year-old bathhouse has long exceeded its hospitable use. A new bathhouse 
facility will provide guests separate, private spaces. With guest groups of all ages, accessibility, 
and genders using this building throughout the year, the new bathhouse is designed with 
flexibility in mind. A moveable partitioning wall will allow for the building to be segmented for 
mixed groups and an added sink area outside of the bathroom/shower units will allow increased 
usability while still maintaining privacy where it is needed most.

This new bathhouse will remove a significant obstacle for people who want to participate in 
CML’s programming but find the current facilities unaccommodating.

Camp Mt Luther is the only opportunity many young campers have to experience 
nature, God, and the outdoors. While at camp memories and relationships are made 
that will last forever. By making these improvements to Camp Mount Luther we are 
insuring the future of the camp for many years of enjoyment.
- Tim Apple, Campaign Co-Chair


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»	Foundations  
for the Future

The Board of Directors has authorized the 
Foundations for the Future capital campaign to 
provide the funding necessary to revive year-
round camping programs which have been the 
heart of Camp Mount Luther for more than 60 
years.

Contributions are sought in the form of cash, 
appreciated marketable securities, land, or 
other assets that can be readily converted 
to cash. If you would like to make a non-cash 
gift, please contact Chad Hershberger, CML 
Executive Director, for transfer and broker 
information.

Gifts will be received from individuals, families, 
businesses, organizations, foundations, and 

congregations. Beginning in 2023, supporters 
of Camp Mount Luther are invited to respond, 
as able, with a three-year commitment to this 
effort. However, gifts extending beyond three 
years are certainly welcome, as are one-time 
contributions and gifts made over a shorter 
timeframe.

Gifts beyond the Base Goal of $1.6 million will 
reduce the amount of long-term financing 
required to complete both projects. Achieving 
the Challenge Goal will ensure complete 
financial funding of the two building initiatives.

Many “naming” and memorial/honor gifting 
opportunities are available in this project. These 
opportunities are available to all contributors.

6    FOUNDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE

Camp Mount Luther played a major role in building my foundation. I hope my financial 
gift will help make a future journey in faith and leadership possible for many more 
campers to come. 
– Anne Gates, Staff Alumni Co-Chair





» Standard of Gifts
In order to fully subscribe funding needed for site improvements, the following gifts will need to 
be received from individuals, families, foundations, and congregations in the quantities listed:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terry Gardner, Muncy

Anne Gates, State College

Rev. William Henderson, Selinsgrove

Robert Kilp, Lancaster

John Knouse, Lancaster

Rev. Erwin Roux, Turbotville

Gabriel Schaeffer, Selinsgrove

Rev. Gary Schaeffer, Selinsgrove

Sandy Strother, Hughesville

Ty Turner, Lititz

Rev. Ken Wagner-Pizza, Williamsport

Base Goal Challenge Goal
Size of Gift Number Needed Toward Goal Number Needed Toward Goal
$150,000 1 $150,000 1 $150,000
$100,000 1 $250,000 1 $250,000

$75,000 3 $475,000 3 $475,000
$50,000 5 $725,000 6 $775,000
$30,000 7 $935,000 10 $1,075,000
$20,000 8 $1,095,000 12 $1,315,000
$15,000 10 $1,245,000 15 $1,540,000
$10,000 15 $1,395,000 20 $1,740,000
$5,000 20 $1,495,000 25 $1,865,000
$3,000 25 $1,570,000 32 $1,961,000
$1,095 28 $1,600,660 36 $2,000,420

123 $1,600,660 161 $2,000,420

» Camp Mount Luther Leadership
CAMPAIGN STEERING TEAM
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I believe in Mt. Luther as a powerful Gospel ministry asset. If this ministry is to continue 
to succeed going forward, all of us must make a meaningful gift to get us to our goal. 
This future will bring an expanded ministry to, and with, all ages, and I can’t wait to see it!
- Rev. Bill Henderson, Board/Former Board Chair



Mr. Timothy Apple 
Campaign Co-Chair/ 
Major Gifts Chair

Rev. Barbara Collins 
Campaign Co-Chair/Coordinator

Mr. Robert Zimmerman 
Honorary Chair

Rev. William Henderson 
Board/Former Board Chair

Vicar Mindelle Bartholomew 
Congregational Gifts Co-Chair

Rev. James Park Bricker 
Congregational Gifts Co-Chair

Rev. Chad Hebrink 
Congregational Gifts Co-Chair

Ms. Anne Gates 
Staff Alumni Co-Chair

Rev. Andy Weaver 
Staff Alumni Co-Chair

Rev. Ken Wagner-Pizza 
Episcopal Congregational  
Gifts Lead

Mr. Ty Turner 
Project Management Team
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